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conect4children

Better medicines for babies, children and young people 
through a pan-European clinical trial network

The voices of children and their families are a pivotal part of the 
c4c approach. This project places young patients at the centre, making 
sure they have an active role in designing clinical trials that are aimed 
at children and young people. Join our group of patient experts to help 
improve clinical trials and develop better medicines for children!

Make your voice heard

Learn more about the c4c project on https://conect4children.org and 
subscribe to our digital newsletter or follow us on social media to stay 
up to date on project and clinical trial progress.

Stay informed

https://conect4children.org/patient-and-public-involvement/



In c4c, 35 academic and 10 industry partners (pharmaceutical companies) 
have joined forces to support clinical trials specifically created for young 
patients. These partners are working with clinical sites across Europe 
to help children from all age groups and diseases. The project is helping 
young patients, their families and caregivers by:

· Building a network
c4c has set up a network of 20 national hubs across 21 countries, with 
over 200 large children’s hospitals. This reach makes it easier to give 
young people of all different ages the chance to participate in clinical 
trials.

· Streamlining trials
Different countries have different ways of doing things, even when 
it comes to clinical trials. By standardizing procedures across Europe, 
c4c aims to improve the quality of trial results. 

· Supporting clinicians
c4c helps provide training and support clinical teams to develop 
knowledge in running clinical trials for children.

· Creating a dialogue
When it comes to a child’s health, it’s very important that the voices 
of both the young patient and their caregivers are heard. c4c connects 
patients, clinicians, and companies to help improve how trials are 
designed and run. 

c4c is testing its network infrastructure by carrying out “proof of viability” 
clinical trials from both academic and industry partners. By carrying out 
these studies, c4c can learn what works, what doesn’t work, and optimize 
its network for the future.

The power of collaboration

Why c4c
is needed
To make sure that drugs are safe and effective, all new treatments 
have to be extensively tested in clinical trials with patients before 
they can be approved. When the data have been reviewed by health 
authorities and the new medicine is approved, then it can be used in 
patients. In the past many medicines, which doctors have prescribed 
to children were used “off-label”, which means the medicines had not 
been tested specifically with children in clinical trials. To change this, 
in 2007, the Paediatric Regulation was implemented to support 
medicines development for children. There are now large numbers 
of trials in children, both planned and ongoing. However, the research 
infrastructure to carry out these trials has not developed as quickly 
or consistently across Europe, in order to support the delivery of large 
clinical trials. This has led to delays in completing clinical trials and 
often delays in the availability of medicines approved for children.

The conect4children project (c4c) is working to facilitate clinical trials 
across Europe so to support the development of new drugs and other 
therapies for the entire paediatric population.


